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Your Easy Guide to Completing a Possession Witness Statement
(For tenants defending a possession claim)

This guide explains how to complete your witness statement in possession proceedings. It helps you avoid mistakes and ensures your statement is clear, factual, and ready for court.

1. What this witness statement is for

Your witness statement tells the court:
· what has actually happened
· what is in your tenancy, and have you understood your contractual obligations
· why possession should not be granted
· what steps you have taken to put things right
· how eviction would affect you and your household

It must be truthful, factual, and based on your own experience.

2. How to complete the template

You must read every paragraph and, in particular, those in square brackets and highlighted in yellow:
· keep only the parts that apply to you
· delete the parts that do not apply
· replace all bracketed text with your own details
· add your own dates, facts, and explanations
· Insert page numbers for your evidence bundle. “NN1” is only an example with sample exhibits; you must replace it with your own initials, followed by 1 if this is your first witness statement, 2 if it is your second, and 3 if it is your third. You must include your own evidence, and each page must be clearly numbered.

Do not leave instructions, brackets, yellow highlights, or unused “OR” paragraphs in your final statement.

3. Evidence you must attach (see examples given in Exhibit List)

Every factual point should be supported by evidence where possible.

Examples include:
· rent statements
· messages/emails to the landlord
· repair reports, photos, videos
· GP/support worker letters
· proof of vulnerability or disability
· proof of temporary guests (not subletting)
· proof of attempts to allow access
· proof of improved behaviour or resolved issues

Number all pages clearly and refer to them in the paragraph of your statement.

4. Key sections you must review carefully and remove any paragraph/sections that do not apply to you: 

A. Rent arrears
Explain the correct arrears figure, payments made, and your current ability to pay.
If you have a payment plan, include it.

B. Repairs and disrepair
If you are counterclaiming, include photos, reports, and dates you reported issues.

C. Nuisance or behaviour allegations
State clearly what did or did not happen.
If linked to a medical condition, explain this and attach supporting evidence.

D. Access issues
Explain why access was difficult, what you requested, and that you are now willing to allow access with proper notice.

E. Property condition
Explain what has been resolved, what support you needed, and what the current condition is.

F. Subletting
Confirm whether guests were temporary and that you remained the sole tenant.

G. Pets
Explain your request, the landlord’s failure to respond, and that the pet has caused no issues.



5. Why possession should not be granted
Your statement must show:
· the issue is resolved or being managed
· there is no ongoing risk
· eviction would be disproportionate
· you are cooperating
· you are willing to comply with reasonable conditions

This is what the court considers under the Housing Act 1988 and the Renters’ Rights Act 2025.

6. Disability and vulnerability
· If any issues arose because of your disability or health condition, explain this clearly. The landlord must not treat you unfavourably for something arising from your disability.
· Attach GP/support worker letters where possible.

7. Final checks before signing
Before signing your statement:
· remove all unused paragraphs
· remove all instructions and brackets
· check dates and facts are consistent
· check that the exhibit page numbers match and are correctly referred to in the relevant paragraphs of your witness statement
· ensure everything is true
· sign the Statement of Truth
Your statement must be honest and accurate.
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